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Abstract: This Community Partnership Program (PKM) activities with the topic of 
writing research proposals with a mixed approach was carried out in the English 
Language Study Program, Faculty of Languages and Literature, Makassar State 
University. The participants were twenty -eight (28) English students of Parepare 
campus who had registered to take part in the training. The purpose of this activity is 
to: a) increase the knowledge and insight of training students in making or compiling 
research proposals and final reports based on mixed research (b) mixed methods 
research, b) increasing their knowledge and skills in making research proposal designs 
using a mixed research approach (mixed methods research), c) increase their knowledge 
in terms of selection of appropriate research instruments based on a combination of 
methods used, d) increase their knowledge and skills about data collection by using a 
mixed research approach (mixed methods research) and e) increase their knowledge of 
how to analyze data using a mixed methods research approach. The methods of 
conducting training are lectures, discussions, questions and answers and performance. 
This method is implemented for a group of 28 students and then monitoring and 
evaluation is held. The results of the training showed the enthusiasm of the trainees 
which led to an increase in their ability to make research proposals using the Mixed 
Methods approach. 
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Introduction 
Several decades ago, it was generally understood that researchers had to choose one of 
these two approaches if they were to carry out a study (Creswell, 1994). The dichotomy 
between quantitative and qualitative researchers gave birth to what is called 'paradigm 
wars' or paradigm wars (Teddlie and Tashakkori, 1998; Cameron, 2009). The impact 
of this paradigm war is the occurrence of an epistemological deadlock (Apffel-Marglin, 
2010). 
However, this deadlock was finally resolved when it was finally realized that these two 
paradigms essentially have an interactive relationship or what is known as the 
interactive continuum (Newman and Benz, 1998). Although there are substantial gaps 
or gaps between the two paradigms, in reality the two have much more in common. 
One of the similarities is that both use research questions whose answers are later found 
through several types of observations. So far, the two paradigms of interpreting the data 
are similar, namely by using analytical techniques to find meaning (Djurec and 
Abraham, 1993). However, quantitative researchers apply a number of statistical 
procedures to determine the meaning of the data they obtain, while qualitative 
researchers use phenomenological techniques and their world view to extract meaning. 
One way to bridge the two is by using a pragmatic approach (Onwuegbuzie and Leech, 
2005). 
Pragmatism rejects views that see quantitative and qualitative approaches as something 
that cannot be used together (Teddlie & Tashakkori, 2003). Pragmatism can provide a 
philosophical foundation that supports the integration of the two paradigms above and 
helps establish the existence of mixed methods research together with the existence of 
harmonious quantitative and qualitative research (Johnson, Onwuegbuzie, & Turner, 
2007, p. 125). 
Pragmatism can use various approaches to gain a better understanding of a 
phenomenon. Therefore, pragmatism can choose the best approach or method to find 
answers to a research question (Creswell, 2003). Therefore, the process of selecting a 
research method must be determined based on the characteristics of the research 
question. 
In general, students of the English Education Study Program, FBS, State University of 
Makassar, still tend to choose to use one of the two mainstream approaches, namely 
quantitative and qualitative approaches. They are still hesitant to choose the mixed 
methods approach as another alternative because their knowledge of this approach is 
still inadequate, even though this approach has started to become a trend over the past 
two decades. Their lack of understanding lies in how to combine the right techniques 
from the two mainstream paradigms (quantitative and quantitative) to be used together 
in mixed methods research. In addition, students also do not understand the data 
analysis and interpretation techniques of the two or more techniques used (meta-
interpretation). 
Based on the situation analysis stated above where most of the students are still lacking 
in knowledge in applying the mixed methods approach in their research, it is considered 
necessary to train them especially in choosing the right methods to be used together 
from the two mainstream approaches, and how to analyze and interpret data from the 
combined methods. Based on the observations of researchers as lecturers in the English 
Language Education study program of FBS UNM, in general students have sufficient 
potential because their average English skills are quite good. However, the toughest 
challenge they face is that they are required to write scientific articles that are published 
as much as possible before they finish their studies. Meanwhile, it must be realized that 
publishing articles in scientific journals is not easy. One of the criteria to be considered 
is that the results of research written in the form of journal articles use the latest research 
methods as far as possible and are 'state of the art' methodologies. 
Based on the above problems, the existence of community service as a motivator, 
dynamist, and facilitator is a very valuable aid for students of the FBS UNM English 
Education study program, especially students who are in semesters 7 and 5 to increase 
their knowledge in terms of mixed methods research approaches in in turn they can use 
in their studies. 
Methods 
This training activity takes place from August to September 2020 with the following 
methods: a) so that partners have knowledge of research proposal writing training using 
the Mixed Methods design, socialization of the program is carried out to the audience 
of students of the English education study program, Makassar State University 
Postgraduate Program, and b) so that partners have an increased ability to write 
proposals and research results using Mixed Methods, the method applied is the method 
of guidance which includes lectures, discussions, questions and answers and 
assignments for approximately two weeks. 
Results 
The dedication to the use of Mixed Methods in research or scientific writing lasted for 
2 (two) months, from August to September 2020 which was marked by the outbreak of 
the Covid-19 virus. The first activity carried out was a week-long socialization activity 
which was intended to provide information to students of the English Language 
Education Study Program, especially in the 7th and 5th semesters of the Makassar State 
University Parepare class, both information about the timing and objectives of the 
activities. Socialization activities take place online using the zoom platform. 
The second activity is the opening of the activity which is opened directly online by the 
head of the service. In this activity, the head of the service explained the importance of 
participating in this activity. As is known, the use of Mixed Methods in research and 
scientific writing is still lacking. This is partly due to the students' ignorance of how to 
apply this method. 
The third activity is the implementation of training which takes place from August 8, 
2020 to September 30, 2020. In this training, the material being trained includes: 
understanding of scientific work, how to determine research topics or titles, description 
of problem background, problem formulation, formulation of research benefits, study 
of concepts and theories related to the problem under study, formulating a conceptual 
framework, research methods with an emphasis on Mixed Methods, choosing the right 
research instrument, how to determine research samples, data analysis techniques, and 
drawing conclusions. 
The results achieved from this activity are: 
a) Increased knowledge and insight of training students in making or compiling 
research proposals and final reports based on mixed / combination research 
(mixed methods research). 
b) Increasing students' knowledge and skills in designing research proposals using 
a mixed research approach. 
c) Increased their knowledge in selecting appropriate research instruments based 
on the combination of methods used. 
d) Increasing their knowledge and skills about data collection using a mixed 
research approach (mixed methods research). 
e) Increased their knowledge of how to analyze data using a mixed research 
approach. 
The supporting factor for the success of this activity was the financial support from the 
Makassar State University of Research and Community Service (LP2M) which enabled 
this training to be carried out without significant obstacles. Support from the English 
Language Education Study Program, FBS UNM in the form of recommendations for 
which classes or batches have the potential to be trained is also very meaningful in 
facilitating this activity. 
Meanwhile, inhibiting factors include the busyness of the chairperson and community 
service members, causing the training to be delayed for several hours which of course 
affects the psychological condition of the training participants. 
Conclusion 
This training activity is very useful because it can improve the participant's ability to 
apply the Mixed Methods approach in research. The Mixed Methods approach is a 
middle ground of the dichotomy of qualitative and quantitative research. Mixed 
Methods uses the strengths of the two research paradigms above, so that research results 
are more valid, reliable and accountable. 
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